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her husband, she had fallen into an unwise and undignified
manner of life, wandering round the continent with a train of
disreputable foreign attendants. She was a vain, silly, and
vulgar woman, in whom no one could have felt any interest
if she had not been so ill-treated by the man who should have
been her protector. When George III. died, she announced
her intention of returning to England in order to be crowned
along with her husband. The king looked upon her approach
with dismay, and tried to frighten her away with threats of
cutting off her income. But she came back in spite of him,
whereupon George took the invidious step of persuading Lord
Liverpool to allow a bill for her divorce to be brought before
Parliament. His own conduct had been so disgraceful that
he should not have dared to attack his wife. With deep feel-
ings of secret shame the ministers lent themselves to this
miserable scheme. A long parliamentary inquiry followed,
which led to no conclusive proofs of the queen having been
guilty of more than silly vanity and indecorum. The Whig
leaders and the mob of London took up her cause, and meet-
ings and demonstrations followed in quick succession. Dis-
gusted at their position, the ministers in November, 1820,
suddenly dropped their bill and let the queen go free. She
started a violent agitation against her husband, and would
Ijave caused much trouble if she had not died suddenly in the
next year.

In modern days a ministry would resign after such a blow
to its credit as the cabinet of 1820 had sustained in the
matter of the queen's trial.    Lord Liverpool and changes in
his colleagues, however, clung to office, but for the Cabinet
the future had lost the complete command over ^oM^uT.f1'"'
Parliament which they had hitherto possessed, fling minis-
In 1821 the character of the ministry began to   ^
change: Addington (Lord Sidmouth), who had been mainly
responsible for the mismanagement of home affairs, resigned;
Lord Castlereagh in* the next year committed suicide in a